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EEPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN 
ARCHAEOLOGY 

To the Council of the Archaeological Institute of America: 

Gentlemen, — In submitting their first report to you, the 
Committee on American Archaeology wish to make a short 
summary of what has been done by them since their appoint- 
ment. 

The appointment of the Committee was announced in the 
Twentieth Annual Report of the Council, for 1898-99, but no 
appropriation was made for the Committee's use. The Twenty- 
first Annual Report of the Council announced that the Com- 
mittee on American Archaeology was authorized to appoint a 
Fellow in American Archaeology with an annual stipend of 
five hundred dollars (1500). 

In 1899, a Committee on American Archaeology, consist- 
ing of Professor Frederick W. Putnam, Dr. Franz Boas, and 
Charles P. Bowditch, established under the authority of the 
Council a Travelling Fellowship in American Archaeology. 
For a time no suitable candidate presented himself, and it was 
not until 1901 that the Committee appointed Mr. Alfred M. 
Tozzer to the fellowship for four years. 

While holding this Fellowship, Mr. Tozzer took the degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy. His term will expire on December 1st, 
1905, but the Committee allow Dr. Tozzer to occupy the last 
two months of his time in the service of the Peabody Museum, 
as Instructor in Harvard College. The subject of his lectures 
will be the Archaeology and Ethnology of Central America. 

Three preliminary reports of the Fellow in American Archae- 
ology have been published in Volumes VI, VII, and VIII of 
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the Journal, and his last preliminary report is herewith pre- 
sented. His full report is now ready, aJid the Committee 
respectfully request that it be published by the Council. 

The report divides itself naturally into two parts : First, 
Archaeology and Ethnology. Second, Linguistics. 

The field work of Dr. Tozzer has been done among the 
Mayas of Yucatan and Chiapas in Mexico. He has made an 
exhaustive study of the manners, customs, language, religious 
customs, songs, and music of the Lacandone Indians — one of 
the few tribes upon which Spanish influence has had but little 
effect. 

The time Dr. Tozzer has spent in this country has been 
employed in an examination of the Brinton Collection in 
Philadelphia and of the early Maya Grammars, in attendance 
on the lectures of Dr. Boas and Mr. Bandelier at Columbia 
University, in compiling a bibliography of Central America, 
and in the preparation of his report. A number of photo- 
graphs and articles illustrating the life and ceremonies of the 
Maya Indians were brought home by Dr. Tozzer. These have 
been placed, with the assent of the President of the Institute, 
in the Peabody Museum of Harvard College. 

In May, 1904, the Council placed at the disposal of the 
Chairman of the Committee the sum of three hundred dollars 
(fSOO) to be used in securing information in regard to the 
remains of Indian antiquity in this country. Of this sum, 
two hundred and fifty dollars ($250) were given to Dr. Henry 
Mason Baum, who was about to conduct an expedition to the 
southwestern portion of the United States, — he agreeing to 
furnish the Institute with a full set of the photographs of his 
expedition, and with a copy of a map showing the position of 
all the ruins which he found. A small sum was expended in 
printing for the Committee on the Preservation of Indian An- 
tiquities, and the Committee on American Archaeology now 
holds forty-five dollars and thirty-five cents (145.35) in its 
hands for similar use in the future. 

In 1904, the Council made a direct grant to the Southwest 
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Society for the purpose of collecting, by means of phonographic 
records, and transcribing the Spanish and Indian folk-songs of 
Southern California. 

Later in 1904, the Council appropriated to the use of the 
Committee on American Archaeology (which, at that time, 
added to its members Miss Alice C. Fletcher and Dr. J. W. 
Fewkes of Washington, D.C., Professor Francis W. Kelsey 
of Ann Arbor, Mich., and Charles F. Lummis of Los Angeles, 
Cal.) the sum of fifteen hundred dollars ($1500) on the budget 
of 1904-05, and twenty-five hundred dollars ($2500) on the 
budget of 1905-06. It was the understanding that the former 
sum should be for the use of the Southwest Society, and in 
accordance with this understanding seven hundred dollars 
(f700) was paid to the Southwest Society for the use of Dr. 
F. M. Palmer, a well-known archaeologist of Los Angeles, for 
exploration, and eight hundred dollars (f 800) was paid to the 
same Society for the collection and transcription of Spanish 
and Indian folk-songs. The appropriation of twenty-five hun- 
dred dollars ($2500) has been appropriated by the Committee 
as follows : 

To the Southwest Society for the use of Dr. Palmer, who reports to 

Professor Putnam the result of his work fSOO 

For the Fellowship in American Archaeology . . 500 

For the exploration of caves in Northern California 500 

For field work in Central America 1000 

leaving two hundred dollars ($200) yet unappropriated. 

The Southwest Society, to which the Committee have sent 
the above sum, is the largest of the Affiliated Societies of the 
Institute. Founded less than three years ago, it now has over 
three hundred members, and its vigor and intelligent energy 
are equal to its size. Under its direction Dr. F. M. Palmer is 
engaged in making explorations with good results, while the 
Society has become the owner or guardian of two archaeo- 
logical collections of Southern California, which Dr. Palmer 
had already made. In addition to this purely archaeological 
work, it has made a collection of some six hundred Spanish 
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and Indian folk-songs, putting these into permanent form by- 
means of the phonograph, while Mr. Arthur Parwell and Mr. 
Harvey W. Loomis have transcribed many of them. It has 
also secured the Caballeria Collection of paintings, which, until 
1834, hung in the Franciscan Missions of Southern California, 
and it has now the promise of a vast collection of statues, 
paintings, utensils, vessels, manuscript records of baptism, 
marriage, and death, etc., which belonged to the early Catholic 
churches of Southern California. All these collections are to 
be installed in a great " Southwest Museum," to erect which 
the Southwest Society is now working vigorously. 

It should be understood that these results, which the South- 
west Society has accomplished and is accomplishing, are in a 
very large measure due to the untiring activity, good sense, 
vigor, and enthusiasm of its Secretary, Mr. Charles F. Lummis. 

For the Committee on American Archaeology, 

CHARLES P. BOWDITCH, Chairman. 
Boston, 
October 1, 1905. 



